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Brave art 

How the Qantas Foundation,  
Sydney’s MCA and London’s Tate  

are ushering Australian artists onto 
the world stage.

Museum of  

Contemporary Art  

director Elizabeth  

Ann Macgregor
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From the CEO 

With 95 years of history, there 
are some great stories from 
Qantas’s past. One of the best 
I’ve come across is the story 
of Captain Phillip Miller,  
a former Qantas pilot who 
turned 100 this year.

PHILLIP few Qantas aircraft on 

behalf of the Royal Australian 

Air Force in the Second World 

War. He went on to work for 

Qantas for more than 30 years, 

including in New Guinea and our 

training centre in Sydney. But 

what I found most fascinating 

about his story was his memory 

of fying on the Kangaroo Route 

between Sydney and London 

after the war.

At frst Phillip few converted 

Lancaster bombers, because 

there were no other suitable 

aircraft. The Lancastrians were 

unpressurised so they could  
operate only up to 10,000 feet. 

Engine noise was deafening, 

there were multiple stops and at 

night the pilots had to navigate 

by the stars.

It sounds uncomfortable by 

today’s standards but as Phillip 

said: “You had to be someone 

pretty special to get on those 

fights”, with only around six 

passengers per aircraft.

Before too long the 

Lancastrians were replaced by 

Lockheed Constellations and 

Super Constellations. By the 

time Phillip retired in 1975, 

Qantas was well into the jet age, 

with the Boeing 747 replacing 

the 707 and making air travel 

afordable to millions of people 

who had never fown before.

Reading Phillip’s story I was 

in awe of the way he and his 

fellow Qantas pilots overcame 

huge technical challenges to 

pioneer an air route that was  
so vital to Australia at the time. 

It’s a reminder of the amazing 

progress that aviation has  
made over the past century.

Each new generation of 

aircraft – and the crews that 

operate them – opens up  
new possibilities. In the early  
days of Qantas, our founder, 

Hudson Fysh, looked ahead  
to the “ships of the sky” of the 

future. That became a reality 

with the Boeing jets and, in the 

2000s, with the Airbus A380. 

I was incredibly proud  
to announce that the Boeing  
787-9 Dreamliner will join  
our international feet in 2017 

because it’s in this tradition  
of new aircraft creating new 

opportunities for Qantas, our 

people and our customers.  
The Dreamliner’s range,  
fuel efciency and onboard 

technology will enable us to  
take Australians farther and in 

more comfort than ever before. 

There’s a buzz at Qantas as 

we commence preparations for 

the arrival of the Dreamliner. But 

in looking to the future and the 

new era the B787-9 represents, 

we always remember that we’re 

building on the achievements of 

Captain Miller and thousands  
of other Qantas employees who 

make our airline what it is today. 

Alan Joyce
CEO, Qantas

detention centres. So as part of 

my role, I travel to different parts 

of Australia about once a month 

and engage with kids to find out 

what’s working well for them 

and what’s not. Then I report 

back to the decision-makers and 

advise them on what changes 

they need to make. 

How long have you been a 

UNICEF ambassador? I was 

appointed in June; it’s a one- 

year position.

What do you wish to achieve 

before your stint ends? A lot  

of children in detention centres 

don’t have access to the most 

basic human rights. I might not 

be able to entirely solve that 

problem but I would like to at 

least make a difference.

Girl power
As the world celebrates 
International Day of the 
Girl Child on October 11, 
we speak to 16-year-old 
UNICEF Australia Young 
Ambassador Isabella 
Codognotto-Parry.

How did you become a UNICEF 

ambassador? There was an  

ad about it in a youth-affairs 

newsletter and I applied for  

it. Issues that concern young 

people are very close to my  

heart so I thought this would  

be a great way to tackle them.

What exactly are those issues?

Access to education is definitely 

one of the biggest. It’s hard to 

believe but, even in this day and 

age, a lot of children in Australia 

don’t have access to education. 

Many come from homeless 

families or live too far from 

schools or just can’t afford to  

pay for a decent education.

What bothers you the most? 

That a lot of kids are not taken 

seriously, particularly the ones  

in Aboriginal communities and 

Download 
our new 
iPad app 

If you’ve never downloaded our app before, search for “Qantas 

Magazine: For The Best Travel Information and Inspiration”  

at the App Store. Are you an existing subscriber to our old iPad 

app? You’ll need to search for this new app and download it  

onto your device as we’ll no longer be updating the old app.

◖ Free from the App store 

◖ Download one article  
 at a time 

◖ Find past issues 

◖ City guides written 
 by local experts 

◖ Android app coming soon
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TRUST Yoko Ono to be contrary. 

“I’d love to commute here,” the 

New York-based conceptual 

artist declared during her 2013 

exhibition at Sydney’s Museum 

of Contemporary Art (MCA). 

“It’s not that bad.”

Elizabeth Ann Macgregor 

hoots at the memory. “It’s fne  

if you’re not an impoverished 

artist trying to travel –  

or a curator, for that matter,” 

laughs the MCA director,  

who has long lamented the 

“tyranny of distance” that’s  

kept Australian artworks out of 

major international collections. 

“It’s woefully bad.”

But thanks to a $2.7-million 

gift from the Qantas Foundation, 

Frame this…
The world’s great art collections will soon have some Australian company.

S TO RY BY D I W E BS TE R  PH OTO GR A PH Y BY M I CK B R U Z Z ES E

that’s all about to change. In  

a “game-changing” fve-year 

International Joint Acquisition 

Program, a range of major works 

by contemporary Australian 

artists will be acquired for the 

collections of the MCA and 

London’s acclaimed Tate. 

“People will see this work  

more widely,” says Macgregor. 

“Australian artists being shown 

alongside their international 

peers in one of the great 

collections of the world – it’s  

a big stamp of approval.”

Says Tate director Nicholas 

Serota, “This new partnership 

will ensure both collections  

can represent Australian art  

at its best.”

When the Tate’s director of 

collections, Ann Gallagher, 

visited Australia earlier this 

year, “she had no idea she would 

see so much really good work”, 

says Macgregor. “That’s what 

always happens; [curators] come  

here and they go, ‘Wow!’ ”

An announcement about  

the frst “four or fve” purchases 

will be made early next year. 

Although the MCA and the Tate 

will jointly select the works, 

choosing which artists get the 

nod is more complex than simply 

selecting a great work of art. 

“[Tate curators] are looking at 

work in relation to their current 

collections. There will be 

fantastic artists who won’t  

get bought, just because their  

work doesn’t ft with a certain 

trajectory the Tate is tracing.”

The partnership is a personal 

fllip for Macgregor, who is 

about to notch up 16 years as 

director of the MCA. “It shows  

we can play a really serious role 

on the world stage.” 

These 
Australian 
artists are 

ones to 
collect, says 
Macgregor...

Rebecca 
Baumann

The use of colour  

in Baumann’s 

ephemeral works is 

striking. Automated 

Colour Field (2011)  

is a highlight of the 

MCA collection. 

Tracey Moffatt

Since her 1989 short 

film Night Cries was 

shown at Cannes, 

Moffatt has received 

widespread acclaim 

for her poignant 

works, including 

Invocations 5 (2000).

Juan Davila

Sentimental History 

of Australian Art 

(1982) is typical  

of Chilean-born 

Davila’s witty  

yet hard-hitting 

commentaries on his 

adopted country.

Brook Andrew

Andrew, a Wiradjuri 

man, explores 

themes of identity 

and culture in works, 

such as the tapestry 

Catching Breath 

(2014), that are 

dense with meaning.

Shaun Gladwell

Gladwell’s 

mesmerising  

videos, like Storm 

Sequence (2000) – 

shown in the MCA 

Collection galleries 

– are quintessentially 

Sydney. 

The MCA director with Brook 

Andrew’s hypnotic Loop: A Model 

of How the World Operates (2008)
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Amaze’n Margaret River, 
Western Australia

9978 Bussell Highway

amazenmargaretriver.com.au

In the middle of WA’s world-renowned wine 

region, this maze – made up of 2000 cypress 

trees and 1.5 kilometres of trails – offers  

a way to feel disoriented and giddy without 

visiting a single winery. 

Parc del Laberint d’Horta, 
Barcelona

Passeig dels Castanyers 1

barcelonaturisme.com

Take a break from losing yourself in the 

winding, narrow streets of Barcelona’s old 

city and try your luck among 750 metres of 

perfectly trimmed hedges in this beautiful 

suburban park.

Dole Plantation Pineapple 
Garden Maze, Oahu, Hawaii

64-1550 Kamehameha Highway

dole-plantation.com

This labyrinth holds the Guinness World 

Record for largest permanent hedge maze.  

If it strikes you as too much of a challenge, 

you can take it easy on the Pineapple Express 

train while you tour the Dole Plantation. 

Ripley’s Mirror Maze, 
San Francisco

175 Jefferson Street

ripleys.com

Made up of more than 100 mirrors and 

embellished with flashing lights, this maze  

is so challenging they need to send in search 

parties every 30 minutes. Mirror mazes are  

a fixture of many Ripley’s locations around 

the world, including London and Panama  

City Beach, Florida.

Hampton Court Maze, London
A308, East Molesey

hrp.org.uk

Originally planted around 1700, this is  

the oldest-surviving maze in the UK and  

one of the most famous garden mazes  

in the world.

Can’t make it to London? See an exact  

replica of Hampton Court in Australia,  

plus discover Australia’s oldest maze  

at travelinsider.qantas.com.au.

Get lost! 
Karla Courtney navigates fve of the world’s marvellous mazes.

K I D S ’  C L U B

Think pink
It’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

and Qantas Group pilots will FlyPink. 

The FlyPink initiative, started by 

QantasLink pilots to raise funds for 

breast cancer research, sees them 

swapping their regular epaulettes for 

pink ones. Also look out for the FlyPink-

branded snack boxes and brownies  

on QantasLink flights. Donations can 

be made through flypink.net. Barcelona’s Parc del Laberint d’Horta was designed in 1792

S H A N N O N  M A C R E A D Y
Business Development –  

Middle East, North Africa  

and India, Qantas

“There are some beautiful 
beaches in Dubai but most 
of them are part of fve-star 

hotels so you can’t access 
them unless you’re staying 

there. There are great public 
beaches, too; a real locals’ 

favourite is Kite Beach, 
named afer the kite surfers 

who head there. It’s a 
beautiful spot with a great 
vibe, lots of power kites in 
the sky, a promenade with 

lovely cafés and restaurants, 
and stunning views of the 

Burj Al Arab building. And 
if you’re afer a bar with 
views, forget the touristy 

ones in the downtown  
area. Instead go to 360°  

[at Jumeirah Beach Hotel]. 
It’s at the end of a peninsula 
so you get panoramic views 

of the Arabian Gulf as  
well as the city.”

F R E Q U E N T  F L Y E R
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Grazie church (home to Leonardo da Vinci’s 

The Last Supper) are only short distances 

away. There are 72 rooms and 32 spacious 

suites, all designed by Milan-based Antonio 

Citterio Patricia Viel Interiors. Pañpuri 

amenities are standard in bathrooms 

throughout the hotel but the oversized  

round bathtubs – our favourite feature 

– appear rather randomly. So if you’re a fan  

of taking long baths with a glass of Prosecco 

in hand, make sure you ask for a room with  

a round bathtub at the time of booking. 

Suitably refreshed, you may want to head to 

one of the two excellent eateries downstairs. 

There’s the bistro-style Mandarin Bar,  

while at the fne-dining Seta, chef Antonio 

Guida adds French and Asian fourishes to 

traditional Italian cuisine. 

F O U R  S E A S O N S  H O T E L  S E O U L

fourseasons.com/seoul

With seven restaurants and bars, multiple 

swimming pools, a gym, a Korean-style 

sauna and a fully fedged spa, you might  

not want to leave this brand-new property  

in Seoul. But leave you must, for there’s  

so much to explore in its vicinity, from the 

14th-century Gyeongbokgung Palace to  

the vast open spaces of the Bukhansan 

National Park. Even the city’s CBD is a  

short distance away – a boon for business 

travellers. There are 317 rooms – including 

43 suites – and even the most basic ones 

boast spa-like bathrooms in Italian marble, 

remote-controlled drapes, sitting areas and 

foor-to-ceiling windows with either city or 

mountain views. When it comes to dining, 

our pick is the hotel’s Kioku restaurant,  

with Japanese chef Sawada at the helm.

Comfort zone
Make yourself at home at these new hotels in  

New York, Milan and Seoul, says Akash Arora.

C H E C K  I N

restaurant – complete with velvet couches  

in cobalt blue – run by British chef Jason 

Atherton of Michelin-starred restaurant 

Pollen Street Social.

M A N D A R I N  O R I E N TA L ,  M I L A N

mandarinoriental.com/milan

Housed in four interconnected 18th-century 

buildings, this hotel is close to some of 

Milan’s top cultural attractions. The famous 

La Scala opera house is around the corner, 

while the Duomo and the Santa Maria delle 

T H E  N E W  Y O R K  E D I T I O N

editionhotels.com/new-york

Housed in a 41-storey clocktower built in 

1909, The New York Edition in the historic 

Flatiron District is close to attractions such  

as Union Square to the south and the Empire 

State Building to the north. Accommodation 

ranges from modest guestrooms to sprawling 

41-square-metre lofts but all feature oak 

foors, bathrooms with rain showers and 

oversized windows that frame the city views. 

On the hotel’s second foor is The Clocktower 

(Clockwise from  

top left) Cocktails  

in the courtyard at 

Mandarin Oriental, 

Milan; the Gold Bar  

at The New York 

Edition; the view from 

Four Seasons, Seoul
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Going retro
TO KICK off its 95th birthday celebrations 

and help raise funds for the Western 

Queensland Drought Appeal, Qantas is 

making a retro-themed flight from Sydney 

to Longreach on October 31. The airline will 

deploy its Boeing 737 “Retro Roo” aircraft, 

which is painted in the livery used in the 

1970s, while crew will wear Emilio Pucci-

designed uniforms from the same era. 

Tickets were snapped up quickly but you 

can still help out by giving to the Tackling 

Tough Times Together grant program, 

which Qantas is supporting with a $50,000 

donation, through the Foundation for Rural 

& Regional Renewal website (frrr.org.au).

Next month, Qantas Frequent Flyer Matthias Fuchs will 
embark on the longest journey of his life to raise funds for the 
cystic fibrosis clinic at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead. 

His challenge? To fly for 12 days (without leaving airport 
terminals), covering 167,000 kilometres across every single 
continent except Antarctica. The journey will include 200 

flying hours, with Fuchs crossing the Pacific Ocean six times 
and the Indian Ocean four times. Although he undertook 
similar (albeit slightly shorter) journeys in 2011 and 2013  

– raising $270,000 to date – this is his biggest challenge yet. 
You can help Fuchs raise funds at everydayhero.com.

Lounge wizards
THERE are plenty of things to get excited about in the  

new Domestic Business Class Lounge at Perth Airport but 

nothing has people talking like the Italian pizza bar. Made  

in the traditional style by a trained pizza chef, the pizzas  

are cooked in slabs and served by the slice. 

The new lounge (above), designed by renowned 

architecture frm Woods Bagot, also ofers a dedicated 

working zone with meeting room and conference facilities,  

a wine bar, a sports lounge and an all-day barista service. 

The food menu has been designed by Neil Perry, while  

the Rockpool mixology team is behind the inventive cocktail 

menu ofered between 4pm and 5pm (“cocktail hour”) on 

weekdays. The breakfast dishes – such as baked eggs with 

chorizo and fetta – will whet your appetite, too. There’s  

even a make-your-own-juice station. 

In other news, a multimillion-dollar refurb of the  

Qantas Brisbane Lounge is underway. Watch this space.
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Get to the points
Looking for ways to boost your Qantas Points?  
Just sign up at any Snap Fitness gym and see  

your balance grow to the tune of up to 3500 points 
(then get another 100 points each month you’re  
a member). Online shoppers need only exercise  

their fingers; log on to Qantas Points Online Mall 
(qantaspoints.com/onlinemall) and earn five  

points for every dollar spent. With 16 new retailers 
just added to the site – including Peter Alexander  
and L’Occitane – there are plenty to choose from.

You can become a Qantas Frequent Flyer member for free 

until December 31, 2015*, and save $89.50.  

Join today at qantas.com/freejoin.

When my friends are in town,  

I take them for a drink at… 

Gŏng, on the 52nd foor of The 

Shard – the tallest building in 

London – for the magnifcent 

city views. It has a great cocktail 

menu; my favourites are the 

peach and pear bellinis. It’s 

where you’ll see all the bankers 

from London’s nearby fnancial 

district entertaining their 

business associates.

For a business meeting I always 

book a table at… The Wolseley 

restaurant. It’s open all day  

and has a buzzy atmosphere 

– which people like in London, 

even for business meetings. It’s 

also popular with celebrities; 

David Beckham and Elton John 

have their favourite tables here. 

The restaurant that best shows 

off London is… Restaurant 

Gordon Ramsay. It’s nothing 

much to look at but the  

attention to detail is amazing 

and the main dishes, as well  

as the accompaniments, look  

like works of art. 

My favourite breakfast place 

is… Duck & Wafe at the Heron 

Tower. I love its signature dish 

– crisp duck leg conft served  

with duck egg and maple  

syrup. It has great views and  

an outdoor area for clear days.

If you want a food market 

experience, don’t miss… the 

Borough Market. It’s open every 

day except Sunday, is always 

buzzing with people and has 

great food stalls. I go there for 

my tapas fx and I also like the 

cheese shops.

For designer fashion make your 

way to… Old Bond and New 

Bond streets. Between them 

they have all the top labels 

A S K  T H E  C O N C I E R G E

M I C H A E L  D E  C O Z A R
The Ritz, London

covered. For trendy brands,  

go to King’s Road in Chelsea  

or the Dover Street Market, 

where Victoria Beckham has  

just opened a store. 

And for vintage shopping?  

The Portobello Road Market  

in Notting Hill is still the best. 

It’s heaven for lovers of vintage 

clothes and antique jewellery.

The best place for a memento or 

gift is… Lillywhites sports shop 

at Piccadilly Circus. If you’re a 

football supporter – or you know 

one – give touristy trinkets a 

miss and go for a personalised 

football shirt, whether it’s 

Chelsea or Arsenal or another 

major team. The shop can print 

your name on the shirt.

Couples looking for a romantic 

experience should… have a meal 

at The Ritz Restaurant, the main 

restaurant at this hotel. There’s  

a live band that plays jazz on 

Friday and Saturday nights, the 

tables are lit with candles and 

chef John Williams’ British-

infuenced French food is divine. 

When it’s raining… which it does 

quite often in London, make 

your way to one of the city’s 

excellent museums or art 

galleries. My favourite is the 

British Museum. Its permanent 

collection is great but there are 

other exhibitions that change all 

the time. You can spend a whole 

day here; there’s so much to see 

and the architecture is awesome.

The best daytrip is to… Windsor 

Castle, about an hour west of 

London. Explore the castle, have 

lunch in one of the riverside 

cafés and leave some time for 

shopping. The town has some 

beautiful arcades that you can 

wander around for a few hours.

The Wolseley (above), 

where deals are 

clinched over meals; 

Restaurant Gordon 

Ramsay’s smoked 

chocolate cigar
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a fve-tiered monolith comprising 

200 dessert cups and one 

18-centimetre white-chocolate 

cake with Scottish raspberries, 

lemon and coconut. 

But how to transport it? While 

the whole cake was built on site 

in less than two days, Purchese 

bought the ingredients (except 

the raspberries and cream) in 

Australia. “We checked in 220 

kilos [including custom-made 

cake stands] but the real 

logistical challenge was the three 

boxes of chocolate fowers that  
I pre-made and used to decorate 

the cake as well as the dessert 

Cakes on  
a plane
How do you transport  
220 kilograms of cake from 
Melbourne to Scotland? 
Chef Darren Purchese 
found out afer he took on 
the task for Ronan Keating.

WHEN Irish singer Ronan 

Keating tied the knot with his 

Australian girlfriend, Storm 

Uechtritz, in Scotland in August, 

the task of making the wedding 

cake fell to a pastry chef in 

Melbourne – 17,000 kilometres 

away from the nuptials. “My 

brief was, well, really brief,” says 

Darren Purchese, who is a good 

friend of the couple. “Ronan and 

Storm said they would like the 

top tier to be white but I could go 

nuts with the rest of the cake.” 

And that’s exactly what he 

did. Purchese, who is “not a fan” 

of traditional cakes, conjured up 

table,” explains Purchese. “Those 

fowers were really fragile.  
A simple knock to the box could 

break them, not to mention the 

heat – if temperature rises, 

chocolate melts. So I had to carry 

them from Melbourne to London 

via Dubai as hand luggage –  
and then on a 10-hour road  
trip from London to Scotland.”

Amazingly, not a single 

fower broke. And the couple 

“absolutely loved it”. Awww.

Takes the cake: Purchese checks  

in his cargo; the finished product 

(left) in all its sweet glory
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V formation
Bani McSpedden has time for you. 

LOUIS Vuitton’s jaunty new “Tambour VVV GMT” 

watch draws inspiration from the “VVV” signature 

used in an advertising campaign for the brand in  

the mid-1960s. Here, the triple V takes the form  

of a striking mirror-polished and yellow-lacquered  

24-hour hand. The self-winding watch is presented  

in a 41.5-millimetre steel case, mounted on a grey 

ombré natural calf strap embossed with the letters 

VVV. Yours for $6050. 

 louisvuitton.com 

 @baniwatch

Win your ticket to 
the US Masters!
IT’S all about drama and unforgettable 

golfing moments. From Greg Norman’s 

heartbreaks in ’87 and ’96 to Adam Scott’s 

win in 2013 and Jordan Spieth’s dominance  

in 2015, many of golf’s greatest memories  

are created at Augusta National. And in  

2016, you and a guest could be there for  

every shot. Qantas Golf Club is giving away  

a seven-night US Masters package for two 

that includes a seven-night stay in private 

residential accommodation only a short walk 

from Augusta National, five days’ entry to  

the US Masters, return flights and more. 

For your chance to win*, simply join  

Qantas Golf Club, which is free and open  

to all Qantas Frequent Flyer members.  

To enter and see terms and conditions,  

go to qantasgolfclub.com/win.

The Australian Women’s Weekly and Qantas have announced the 
winners of the 2015 Women of the Future competition. Congratulations 
to the two Judges’ Choice winners – Genevieve Clay-Smith, co-founder 
of not-for-profit organisation Bus Stop Films, and Marita Cheng, CEO 
of 2Mar Robotics, a start-up robotics company. Both women receive  
a $10,000 scholarship grant and a $10,000 Qantas travel bursary.

A S K  Q A N T A S

J O I N  T H E  C L U B

Q
When I flew to Melbourne  

last month, I noticed a fellow 
passenger using a Qantas 

Entertainment app on their 
own iPad. What exactly is  
it and how does it work?

A
The new Qantas Entertainment app can be 

used on board our refurbished B737 aircraft 

and our two-class B717 aircraft to stream 

300 hours of movies, TV shows and music  

to your own Apple iOS or Android device, 

such as a tablet or a smartphone. Simply 

download the Qantas Entertainment app 

before your fight. Once on board, switch 

your device to fight mode, turn on the wi-f, 

connect to the Q Streaming wi-f network 

and launch the app. You can even create 

playlists to use on your next journey and 

track the progress of your fight. The best  

bit is the app’s “resume” feature, which lets 

you watch content from exactly where you 

left it on a previous fight.

If you have a question for Qantas,  

please email us at  

askqantas@mediumrarecontent.com
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THE most-visited urban park in 

the United States receives 40 

million visitors a year, with most 

tourists entering at its southern 

end (closest to Midtown). But 

forget the number of visitors;  

the sheer scale of buskers, 

cycle-rickshaw drivers and 

horse-drawn carriages here is 

such that it completely defeats 

the purpose of going to a park. 

Head instead to its north-

west corner (a quick subway ride 

from Columbus Circle) for ponds, 

waterfalls and beautiful gardens 

– and not a tourist in sight. In fact, 

this is where you’ll find locals out 

for a walk with their dogs or 

mothers’ groups enjoying a picnic 

under the sun. Alternatively, make 

The Rock Restaurant, Zanzibar

HOW you get to The Rock Restaurant – perched atop a mammoth 

rock just off Zanzibar’s Michanwi Pingwe Beach – really depends on 

the time of day. At high tide, a little dinghy can whisk you across the 

water, while at low tide your easiest option is to wade through  

the shallows then climb a rickety set of stairs. However you get there, 

you’ll be rewarded – not only with stunning sunset views but also  

the freshest of seafood delights, including crispy prawns spiced with 

Zanzibar vanilla and served with potato gnocchi. 

 therockrestaurantzanzibar.com

F O U N D !

H O W  T O . . .

your way to the Shakespeare 

Garden, about halfway up the 

park. Planted with flowering  

trees mentioned in the Bard’s 

poems and scattered with 

plaques bearing his quotes, this  

is the park’s best-kept secret. 

But if you really want to make 

like a local, skip Central Park and 

head to the western edge of 

Manhattan for Riverside Park,  

a strip of manicured lawns  

and boardwalks dotted with 

sculptures. Heading north, you’ll 

have Manhattan skyscrapers on 

your right, the Hudson River  

on your left and the New Jersey 

skyline across the river. It’s a great 

way to see New York three ways, 

in one leisurely stroll.

... beat the crowds in Central Park, New York

Natural 
beauty 

WANDER the Boboli Gardens 
in Florence, one of the city’s 

fnest open-air museums, and 
you’re stepping over ground 

trod by Michelangelo. Visit the 
Orto Botanico in Padua and 
you can see the palm Goethe 

wrote about in his 1790  
work, The Metamorphosis of 
Plants. The gardens of Italy 

have long inspired creativity. 
Little wonder, then, that luxury 

jewellery house Bulgari has 
drawn on their beauty for its 

new high-jewellery collection. 
“Italian Gardens” is made up  
of 100 statement pieces that 
feature emeralds, rubies and 
sapphires, echoing the lines 
and patterns of the gardens. 

Nice souvenir of a walk in the 
park, wouldn’t you say? 

 bulgari.com

Manhattan’s Riverside Park is a scenic strip extending 6.4 kilometres 
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Lee’s Indian summers
Former Test cricketer Brett Lee – star of the flm UnIndian – 

knows a thing or two about the country that’s embraced 
him. He shares his top fve travel experiences in India. 

1. The Ganges “If you can only  

do one travel-related activity in 

India, visit the Ganges. It’s the 

most sacred river in Hinduism 

and my most profound travel 

experience. The river runs for 

two-and-a-half-thousand 

kilometres so there are many 

places you can see it. But it’s at 

its most beautiful in Varanasi 

[above], surrounded by religious 

ceremonies and thousands of 

tea lights.”

BRETT Lee and India didn’t 

exactly get of on the right foot. 

“The frst time I went there in 

1994,” he says, “I got a stomach 

bug, didn’t like bowling on the 

Indian pitches and I was terribly 

homesick.” But something about 

the country eventually struck  

a chord with him. 

“I guess it’s India’s ‘unknown’ 

factor. You never know what 

might happen to you there –  

and I mean it in the best possible 

way. You may have a million 

things organised but all your 

plans can fall through and 

something more amazing may 

come your way – purely out of 

chance – and it ends up being  

a great experience.”

2. Mumbai “It’s by far my 

favourite city in India. There’s 

always something going on 

there, whether it’s a festival like 

Diwali or a sporting event such 

as the Indian Premier League. 

And I love the part of the city 

next to the Gateway of India – 

it’s full of grand old architecture.”

3. The Taj Mahal Palace hotel, 

Mumbai “This is one of the 

country’s historic hotels. I like to 

spend most of my time by its 

pool with a beer. It’s never very 

busy here so it’s an excellent way 

to escape the crowds. I also love 

Wasabi on the hotel’s first floor 

– it’s without a doubt India’s  

best Japanese restaurant.” 

4. Bukhara restaurant, New 

Delhi “Part of New Delhi’s ITC 

Maurya hotel, this restaurant 

does the best butter chicken in 

the world – although they insist 

that their lamb dish is the 

stand-out. What I love most is 

their naan bread; it’s the size of  

a dining table – seriously! They 

place one, single, huge naan  

in the middle of all the diners  

and the idea is that everyone 

digs into the same bread.”

5. South City Mall, Kolkata  

“A multistorey shopping mall 

located in the centre of Kolkata, it 

has everything from international 

designer labels to some great 

stores selling Indian goods. More 

than anything, I love the feeling 

of euphoria I get when I enter  

this place.”

Keep it short
Promoting sustainability through a short film – no longer than three minutes – is the motivation 

behind the Nudge by Mirvac Sustainable Film Competition, supported by Qantas. For more 

details and to submit your entry, visit nudgebymirvac.com. The winning films will be screened  

inflight and at Mirvac’s Summer Festival around Australia in 2016.

Lee is already a household 

name in the cricket-crazy nation, 

because of his sporting career 

and the 2006 single You’re the 

One For Me, which he recorded 

with music-industry icon Asha 

Bhosle. However, his celebrity  

is about to get a serious boost on 

the subcontinent, thanks to the 

new romantic comedy UnIndian. 

Lee plays Will, an English 

teacher who struggles with the 

international language of love 

when he falls for Indian-born 

Meera and fnds he has to win 

over her traditional family. 

Ahead of the flm’s October 

15 Australian release, Lee shares 

fve travel experiences that made 

him fall in love with India.

Brett Lee and co-star Tannishtha 

Chatterjee, who plays his love 

interest in UnIndian
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