
What’s new in sport, retail, 
motoring, books and technology.

✈ 134 horserACING / EQUINE WORLD TOUR
✈ 141 peNs & INk / THE HANDWRITTEN WORD
✈ 148 brIGht IdeAs / fOOD fOR gOOD  
✈ 153 motorING / pLUg-IN HybRIDs
✈ 155 teChNoloGy / RObOT vAcUUms
✈ 157 books / As THE pAgE TURNs
✈ 158 most wANted / jEWELLERy jIvE

Talkabout

1 3 4 Q A N tA s OcTObER 201 3

AND THEY’RE 

RACING 
As Australia gears up for its annual dose of horseracing fever and the 
iconic Melbourne Cup, photographer richard shaw saddles up for  
a pictorial journey to some of the world’s most diverse racing carnivals.

Outback races, 
Wyndham, Western 
Australia, 2005
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horserACING talkabout
Chantilly, France, 2011; 
binoculars trained at the 
Epsom Derby, UK, 2011 (left)

Major meetings (clockwise from above): at the gallop at Ascot, UK, 2006; studying the form guide, Longchamp, Paris, 2003; 
contestants in the Melbourne Cup Carnival Fashions on the Field, Flemington, Victoria, 2010

Country races: 
high fashion at 
Warrnambool, 
Victoria, 2012;  
raising the dust  
at Bedourie, 
Queensland,  
2010 (left)

THE spoRT of kiNgs HAs EvolvED 
iNTo A TRuE iNTERNATioNAl spoRT, 
TRANsCENDiNg boRDERs wiTH iTs 
EsTAblisHED sET of RiTuAls

THERE’s NOTHINg LIkE 
the sport of horseracing. The thunder of 
galloping hooves, the animated cries of the 
race caller and the roar of the feverish 
crowd as the magnificent racing machines 
stride to the finish line. It’s an adrenaline 
kick like no other. Rooted deep in british, 
Irish and European history, the sport of 
kings has evolved into a true international 
sport, transcending borders with its well-
established set of rituals and customs.

There’s perhaps no finer reminder of the 
enduring aristocratic traditions of horse-
racing than the annual june pilgrimage  
to England’s Ascot Racecourse for the  
five-day Royal meeting. joining the royal 

family are the enthusiasts who pack the 
Royal Enclosure in their finest race wear – 
top hat and tails for the men, vibrant outfits 
and exquisite millinery for the women.

from the world’s most highfaluting 
horseracing carnivals to the backblocks of 
 mongolia, and even the Australian outback, 
racing fashion has become almost ritually 
intertwined with the sport. It’s the broad 
southern-belle hats worn at the kentucky 
Derby, the scores of fashionistas who line 
up in the fashions on the field competition 
at the melbourne cup carnival each spring, 
and the finely dressed women against a 
backdrop of red dust and corrugated iron 
at outback racetracks around Australia. 
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 The Victorian Spring Racing Carnival begins this month. Key 
races include the Caulfield Cup, Oct 19; Cox Plate, Oct 26; Victoria 
Derby, Nov 2; Melbourne Cup, Nov 5; and the Oaks, Nov 7.   

 Courses For Horses, an exhibition of Richard Shaw’s 
photographs, will run at the Yering Station Gallery,  
Yarra Valley, Victoria, Oct 4-Nov 24.  
www.richardshawphotography.com

from paris to perth, form guides and binoculars are the standard 
accessories as racegoers prime themselves for the big win. India’s many 
racetracks in mumbai, kolkata and bangalore still ooze the gentrified 
aura of the british Raj, and Hong kongers are fanatical about their racing. 
Each summer, numerous Tibetan communities in the mountainous 
regions of western china stage horseracing festivals where nomadic  
herders compete on fast, tough ponies.

photographically, being in the right spot at the right time at any race 
meeting is a logistical challenge, and often a matter of luck. Twisting, 
complicated cross-country courses such as in merano, Italy, can have 
horses and riders running in all directions. And while the czech Repub-
lic’s famous cross-country race, the velka pardubicka, is certainly epic at 
6900m, it’s nothing compared to the horseraces staged during the annual 
Naadam festival on the spectacular grasslands of mongolia, where  
hundreds of small horses with riders aged from five to 12 years, many 
riding bareback, race over distances of between 15km and 30km. c

Clockwise from below: 
hats on at Royal Ascot, 
2011; in the saddle, 
Flemington, Victoria,  
2007; jockeys walk the 
course at Auteuil, Paris, 
2011; flying hooves at 
Yarra Glen, Victoria, 2000


