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Aloft 
London 

Excel

living room, two-sided glass 
fireplace, pool table and a 24/7 
gourmet deli that’s perfect for 
midnight snacks. From $161.

St Ermin’s Hotel
Caxton Street, Westminster.
(0)800 6350 438. 
www.sterminshotel.co.uk
Buckingham Palace, the Houses 
of Parliament, Westminster 
Abbey and the leafy oases of 
St James’s and Green Park are 
all at your fingertips – or rather, 
your footsteps, just a short walk 
away. This imposing red brick 
mansion block, originally built 
as apartments, first opened as 
a hotel in 1899. In the 1940s it 
became headquarters for the 
British team that masterminded 
covert operations during WWII 
and later served as a spy safe 
house and home to MI6. 
A recent $44m renovation 
restored its elegant period 
features, such as intricate  ❯

Aloft London Excel
1 Eastern Gateway, 
Royal Victoria Dock.
(0)20 3203 0700. 
www.aloftlondonexcel.com
Edgy and modern, Aloft, which 
officially launched in November, 
capitalises on the energy of the 
emerging East End. With the 
construction of the Olympic 
Stadium and Westfield Mall at 
Stratford City – the largest 
urban shopping centre in Europe 
– the area is quickly leaving its 
reputation as an industrial 
wasteland in the dust of 
construction. Aloft is adjacent 
to the Excel Centre, which will 
host Olympic and Paralympic 
events, including boxing, 
fencing and judo, and is just 
10 minutes from Canary Wharf, 
a development housing more 
than 200 shops, bars, cafes and 
restaurants. After exploring, kick 
back in Aloft’s Remix, which 
combines a bar with a sunken 

St Ermin’s 
Hotel

HIGH-TECH TRAVEL 
Touch screens in the 
lobby allow self check-in
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