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“IF YOU SAID TO ME, ‘What’s something you can give 
me that would help me understand who you are?’ I would 
give you my passport,” says Matthew McConaughey in his 
trademark Texas drawl. “I think that’s a great blueprint. 
Every one of those trips has a story, a different place and a 
different time in life. It’s a great portrait of someone. Your 
passport is like your DNA. There’s not another one like it. ”

The always laidback (and often shirtless) McConaughey 
may be best known as the star of films such as A Time To 
Kill, Fool’s Gold and The Lincoln Lawyer, but he admits 
that deep down his most ardent passion has long been 
travel. Not to Mustique, Monte Carlo or other jet-set havens, 
but to out-on-the-edge places that take him well beyond the 
comfort zone one expects of Hollywood actors.

McConaughey has backpacked solo through the West 
African bush and bummed his way around the Amazon 
and the Andes. He’s surfed all around the planet, including 
Queensland’s Gold Coast (not so remote) and the north 
shore of Papua New Guinea (very remote). He famously 
spent three years customising a silver Airstream caravan 
and driving it to his shooting locations in the US and Canada 
– like some kind of roadie rather than a leading man.  

“Doesn’t it feel good to just be on the approach,” says 
McConaughey about landing in a new place. “Those types 
of trips are really ones that leave a lasting impression.”  ❯

WANDERLUST

The wanderer

Matthew McConaughey might be one of 
Hollywood’s hottest stars, but he’d give it all up 
in a heartbeat for a far-fl ung adventure. Here 
the Texan native reveals how a trip to Australia 
in his teens sparked a life-long travel bug.
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Matthew McConaughey has 
a rare, shirt-on moment
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